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EDUCATION
Sept. 2000 - Oct. 2001
MA in International Journalism 




City University, London

The intensive one-year course covered the following areas: International Relations, Practical Reporting, Newspaper and Magazine Production (using Adobe InDesign), Website Production, Journalism and Society (a course in journalistic ethics) and International Newsgathering. My thesis topic was Immigration and Asylum in the UK.

Sept. 1997 - Dec. 1997
Trinity College Certificate in Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL)



School of Languages and EFL, Hull College, Hull

Sept. 1994 - June 1997
BA (Joint Honours) in English and American Literature (2:1) 




Department of English, Faculty of Arts, University of Manchester

Sept. 1991 - June 1993
A-levels in English literature (A), French (B), History (B), and General Studies (A) 




Wolfreton Sixth Form College, Hull

Sept. 1989 - June 1991
Nine GCSEs at grade A 




Wolfreton School, Hull

WORK HISTORY
Nov. 2001 - Mar. 2002
Reuters, 85 Fleet Street, London




Freelance Consultant

I covered worldwide charity and sustainable development stories for the website and print publications of Reuters Foundation, the humanitarian and educational trust funded by Reuters news agency. 

(Cuttings available on request)

Apr. 2001 - present
The Independent on Sunday, Independent House, 191 Marsh Wall, London



Freelance journalist 

I have had several articles published in the news and features pages of the paper, covering stories including the imprisonment of asylum seekers, the Conservative party leadership campaign, kidnappings in Colombia and the work of corporate mercenaries. (Cuttings available)

Oct. 2000 - present
International House, 106 Piccadilly, London




Teacher of English as a Foreign Language 

I teach General and Business English to businesspeople from overseas at the headquarters of this international non-profit school.

Jan. - June 2001
Journal of Health Psychology, Department of Psychology, City University, London 

Press relations

I wrote and distributed press releases for this bi-monthly publication. 

July 1998 - July 2000
Wakayama Prefectural Board of Education, Kenchomae, Wakayama, Japan




The Japan Exchange and Teaching programme (JET) 

I taught English and “International Awareness” in many of Wakayama City’s high schools. As a local government employee, I also guided and interpreted for groups of overseas visitors to Wakayama.

While in Japan I wrote feature articles for English language publications, including Wakayama International News. I also did a weekly piano spot in the Tokyu Inn Hotel’s cocktail bar in Wakayama, as well as regular gigs at Dino’s jazz club in Osaka.
Jan. 1998 - July 1998
Centro de Inglês da Trofa, Rua Fernão Magalhães 193, Trofa, Portugal




English teacher

I taught English to Portuguese students of all ages in a private school, preparing them for the Cambridge exams. I interviewed candidates for the job upon completion of my contract.

Sept. 1995 - Jan. 1997 
Hull Health Authority, Victoria House, Park Street, Hull, UK




Physiotherapy helper (during University holidays)

I helped with physiotherapy for children with cerebral palsy and muscular dystrophy, including pool therapy at Frederick Holmes School. I also did clerical work at the Morril Street Health Centre.

June 1996 - Aug. 1996
Fulton St. Cafe, Manhattan, New York, USA 




Line Cook

I made Italian dishes and seafood in this busy restaurant near Wall Street. 

June 1994 - Sept. 1994
“Kamp Kiwanis” charity camp, Taberg, New York, USA




Water sports instructor 

I taught swimming and canoeing to disadvantaged children from New York’s poorest districts. I also had lifeguarding and first aid duties.  

Dec. 1993 - Apr. 1994
“Pourquoi pas” Piano Bar, St. Martin-de-Belleville, Savoie, France 




Cocktail bar pianist




I played in this Alpine ski resort bar in the evenings and did ski guiding by day.

Oct. - Nov. 1993
Shakespeare & Company, Paris, France

Sales assistant

I helped with the accounts, catalogued books and worked as a sales assistant in the late George Whitman’s legendary Anglophone bookshop by the Seine.

AWARDS & COURSES

Bloomberg training course – Business and Financial News. July 2001.

Associated Board Grade 8 practical music exam on the piano and the ‘cello (both passed with merit), and Grade 6 musical theory. (1988 – 1990)

American Red Cross lifesaving, first aid and CPR qualifications, as well as swimming instructor training. May 1994.

Level E (Intermediate) in the Test of Practical Japanese, administered by the J. Test Association, Japan. June 2000.
LANGUAGES

Intermediate speaking and reading in French, and intermediate speaking with basic reading in Japanese, plus basic German and Portuguese, all of which I intend to develop further.

INTERESTS

Music - I am keenly interested in many kinds of music and can play the piano, ‘cello and guitar. When I was younger I travelled to Strasbourg and Lucerne as a ‘cellist with the East Riding Youth Orchestra. Also during my teenage years, I was the songwriter, arranger and keyboard player for an enthusiastic, if obscure, rock band – Solid Air. While in Japan I played piano with the 20-piece Wakayama Dried Plums Jazz Orchestra, with whom I represented the region two years running at the annual West Japan Jazz Festival, in Sakaide and Osaka. 

Travel - I have travelled widely in Europe, East Asia and the United States, and I have also visited Russia, Israel and Egypt. While in Japan I took the opportunity to indulge my particular interest in Asia, visiting Cambodia, Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia, China and Tibet. My fascination with other lands, peoples and cultures has inspired many of my career choices to date.

Sport - I love the outdoors and enjoy hiking in the mountains, canoeing, skiing, swimming and cycling.

References available on request

