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Experience:

I am a television journalist who pioneered the use of satellites for the contribution and distribution of television news. I arranged the first ad hoc satellite for the death of President Kennedy in 1963, and began the first daily news satellite distribution services in 1975. I set up many satellite firsts from places as far apart as Guatemala City and Delhi. Most of my working life I held senior posts with Visnews, the world’s largest television agency, now Reuters Television. As Chief News Editor I worked in many parts of the world, both as manager, and journalist.  I wrote the style book for television news for Visnews in 1979, which has been pirated into many languages.

As North America Manager for Visnews, I lived in New York for four years with a news budget of $3 million, and built a broadcasting centre in the Rockefeller Center.

When licences for rebroadcasting from satellite downlinks became available in the U.K. in 1989 I was the first to obtain one and within six weeks we became the first Western company to use an Intersputnik Loutch satellite for a permanent Moscow – London link from office to office.  I also invented the word “hotswitch”, which is still in use, to lead the campaign to reduce Intelsat costs for multi-point satellite news-gathering.  

Since Visnews was a relatively small company, I have a great deal of experience in copyright problems, the New World Information Order Debate, fairness and balance in news broadcasting, finding and paying freelance cameramen, editors, producers, dealing with PTT’s, and selling television news supply contracts.

In 1997 Reuters sold its satellite division to British Telecom and I was the most senior employee to be transferred.  I immediately began a digital satellite service for Asia, where I had a lot of experience, using the Indian Ocean 602 satellite starting with a single 8-megabit lease, which grew to three in two years. It remains the most consistently profitable part of BT’s ad hoc traffic.  I retired from BT on good terms in September 2000. Since then I have been selling a new Indian Ocean satellite called NewSat and have been working in Pakistan for the South Asian Federation Games.

Employment:

1997 – 2000:  British Telecom Broadcast Services: International Development Manager – principally establishing BT’s digital network in Asia and subsequently world-wide.

1989 – 1997: Business Development Manager, BrightStar, a wholly owned satellite subsidiary of Reuters Television. Responsible for all major contracts and Moscow.

1984 – 1989 Senior Manager, International Relations, Visnews, responsible for all contract sales, handling Europe and Australia myself.  

1980 – 1984 North America Manager, Visnews. In charge of all the company’s operations in North and Central America.

1974 – 1980 Chief News Editor, Visnews. Responsible for about 30 overseas bureaux and 400 freelance cameramen.

1963 – 1974 Various journalistic posts in Visnews from sub-editor to Duty Editor. I have written and voiced-over thousands of television news scripts.

1959 – 1963 United Press Movietone Television. Copy boy to sub-editor.

As a freelance journalist I have written a number of documentary film scripts and made occasional contributions to newspapers and magazines.

Interests: Ornithology, koi, bridge, poetry, travel.

